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WRKO’S JEFF KUHNER AND REPRESENTATIVE O’CONNELL JOIN 

FORCES TO FILE CHILD SEXUAL PREDATOR PREVENTION ACT 

 

Proposed legislation creates one-strike law against child predators  
 

BOSTON, MA (December 12, 2012) – AM 680 WRKO’s Jeff Kuhner, host of The Kuhner Report, 

announced today that he and State Representative Shaunna O’Connell have joined forces to create a new 

legislative package called the Child Sexual Predator Prevention Act. The bills will mandate a minimum 

25 year sentence for the first offense of raping a child, a 40 year sentence for the second offense and a life 

sentence for the third conviction. Moreover, all level 2 predators will be required to have their information 

posted online and will be available so the public has access.   

 

Moments after John Burbine was arrested for more than 100 charges of alleged rape and sexual assault of 13 

young children, WRKO’s Jeff Kuhner decided to take action. He tapped State Representative Shaunna 

O’Connell, 3
rd

 Bristol House District, to help file legislation that will send a strong message that the 

Commonwealth has no tolerance for child sexual predators. Currently, there is no mandatory sentence for 

first offense rape of a child. Mandatory sentences only apply to aggravated rape of a child, but assaults such 

as the ones allegedly committed by Burbine would not be categorized as aggravated.   

 

In his live broadcast on WRKO’s The Kuhner Report this morning, Jeff Kuhner outwardly challenged 

Governor Deval Patrick, Speaker of the House Robert DeLeo and Senate President Therese Murray for their 

support of this legislation, stating: “You say your care for the children. How dare you not support a bill that 

will send a child rapist and molester convicted for 25 years to prison? Now, either you stand with the 

victims, you stand with the children, or you stand with the pedophiles and the children rapists.”  

 

Kuhner and WRKO will launch a petition on WRKO.com today, where they ask constituents to put pressure 

on Beacon Hill by signing in support of the Child Predator Prevention Act.  
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Representative O’Connell adds: “As a mother, I want to do everything in my power to send a loud message 

that the Commonwealth has no tolerance for child sexual predators. Any act against a child will be will 

result in stiff mandatory sentences. We need to do all we can protect innocent children.” 

 

Representative O’Connell has been a long-time advocate for stronger penalties for child predators. She first 

got involved in politics working to pass Jessica’s law. 

About Entercom Communications 

Entercom Communications Corp. (NYSE: ETM), led by President and CEO David Field, is one of the five 

largest radio broadcasting companies in the United States, with a nationwide portfolio of 111 stations in 23 

markets, including San Francisco, Boston, Seattle, Denver, Portland, Sacramento and Kansas City. 

 
Known for developing unique and highly successful locally programmed stations, Entercom is home to 

some of radio's most distinguished brands and compelling personalities. The company is also the radio 

broadcast partner of the Boston Red Sox, Boston Celtics, Buffalo Bills, Buffalo Sabres, Kansas City Royals, 

Memphis Grizzlies, New Orleans Saints, New Orleans Hornets, Oakland Athletics and San Jose Sharks. 

 
Entercom focuses on creating effective integrated marketing solutions for its customers that incorporate the 

company's audio, digital and experiential assets. Additionally, the company has a long-standing 

commitment to responsible corporate citizenship and environmental stewardship. Entercom stations play a 

vital, hands-on role in improving their communities, providing over $100 million in annual support for local 

charitable organizations. 

 
The company's radio stations have received numerous awards, including multiple Edward R. Murrow 

Awards for excellence in broadcast journalism as well as the National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) 

Marconi Award for excellence in radio broadcasting.  
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