The B-93 Birthday Bash Returns to Martin, MI in its 19th Year!
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(Grand Rapids, MI) – The B-93 Birthday Bash is returning to US 131 Motorsports Park in Martin, MI for a second consecutive year. Centrally located halfway between Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo, listeners were thrilled to have last year’s Bash at this location. The venue’s modern facilities and large property make it an ideal location for the Birthday Bash. After a successful partnership in 2010, B-93 is proud to work with US 131 Motorsports Park again in 2011. 

Now in its 19th year, the B-93 Birthday Bash is the largest free country music festival in Michigan. Since WBCT (93.7 FM) was first established, the B-93 Birthday Bash has become an annual West Michigan tradition.  

B-93 Birthday Bash History:

· July 23rd, 1992: Classic Rock station WJFM is transformed into Country music station WBCT, or B-93 for short. Within the first year, B-93 is at the top among radio listeners.
· July 24th, 1993: To celebrate B-93’s first anniversary as a Country music station, a free listener appreciation party is planned at the Ionia Free Fair, featuring Sawyer Brown, Joe Diffie, and Robert Ellis Orrall. An estimated 30,000 fans attended and the B-93 Birthday Bash is born.
· July 16th, 1994: An estimated 50,000 fans attend Birthday Bash 2 held in Allegan. Diamond Rio headlines and other artists include Victoria Shaw and Tim McGraw. McGraw’s tour bus gets stuck in the mud and B-93 staff members help push it out. 
· July 15th, 1995: Temperatures rise at Birthday Bash 3 hitting three digits. Several hundred people become ill with heat stroke and exhaustion. Mark Chesnutt headlines in temperatures nearing 103°. Among others who perform are BlackHawk, Lee Roy Parnell, James House, and Terri Raddigan.  
· July 13th, 1996: Birthday Bash 4 is the biggest yet, with big names and more acts than ever before. BlackHawk is the headliner, but Neal McCoy steals the show, climbing onto a Hi-Lo forklift while performing. John Berry begins his show performing in the middle of the crowd. Ty Herndon, Terri Clark, and Mila Mason also perform.
· July 12th, 1997: Birthday Bash 5 features Deana Carter, one of the hottest country singers at the time. A crowd of nearly 60,000 attend. Sawyer Brown, the artist who performed at the inaugural B-93 Birthday Bash, is booked to help celebrate. Trisha Yearwood, David Kersh, and Kevin Sharp round out the line-up.
· July 11th, 1998: Birthday Bash 6 features the best weather the Bash has had in the event’s six years, with temperatures around 82°. Collin Raye headlines with Neal McCoy, Steve Wariner, Ricochet, the Wilkinsons, Thrasher-Shiver and Mark Nesler also performing. 
· June 19th, 1999: This is the first year that the B-93 Birthday Bash is held in June instead of July. This year is “Alabama Year” with the super group Alabama headlining. Record crowds come to witness it all. Also on the bill are Aaron Tippin, Montgomery-Gentry, Lila McCann, SheDaisy, and Shane Minor. 
· June 17th, 2000: Birthday Bash 8 features Country Music’s Female Vocalist of the Year, Martina McBride as the headliner. She is the first woman to headline the Bash. Rascal Flatts make their West Michigan debut. Rounding out the line-up is Lonestar, Craig Morgan, Yankee Grey, and Anita Cochran. 
· June 30th, 2001: This is the final B-93 Birthday Bash held in the “Bowl” on the Allegan Fairgrounds. Birthday Bash 9 features headliner Travis Tritt, along with Diamond Rio, Jamie O’Neal, Chris Cagle, and Carolyn Dawn Johnson.
· June 22nd, 2002: Year 10 the location is changed to the infield of Allegan Fairgrounds’ horse track, adding a tremendous amount of room – including 6,000 grandstand seats. Lonestar headlines, becoming the first three time act to perform. Charlie Daniels, Steve Holy, Steve Azar, and Emerson Drive also take the stage. 
· June 21st, 2003: Birthday Bash 11 features Tanya Tucker as the headliner with a “Surprise Guest,” Clay Walker, who almost doesn’t make it. Walker’s bus breaks down en route to the Fairgrounds, and he is forced to hitch a ride with the Allegan Sheriff’s Department. Other acts include Phil Vasser, Confederate Railroad, Blake Shelton, and Joe Nichols.
· June 19th, 2004: This is the last year in Allegan and also one of the Bash’s biggest year ever thanks to rising star Gretchen Wilson. “Nashville Star’s” Buddy Jewel is a crowd favorite, along with Rachel Proctor and Craig Morgan. Montgomery-Gentry headlines the show.
· June 18th, 2005: The B-93 Birthday Bash returns to the Ionia Free Fair. Performers include Big & Rich, Sugarland, Josh Gracin, Cowboy Troy, and Keith Anderson.
· June 10th & 11th, 2006: In its 14th year, Bash expands to two days. Held at Ionia County Fairgrounds again, Blake Shelton and Trace Adkins headline. Other artists include Little Big Town, Billy Currington, and Jason Aldean.
· June 23rd & 24th, 2007: This year is the 15th Anniversary of the B-93 Birthday Bash. Again in Ionia, Sara Evans and Dierks Bentley are the headliners.
· June 21st & 22nd, 2008: Billy Currington and Bash veteran Gretchen Wilson headline Bash 16, again at the Ionia Free Fair. Other performers included Chris Cagle, Jake Owen, and Eric Church.

· June 20th & 21st , 2009: 2009 is the year that threatens to do away with the B-93 Birthday Bash. Blake Shelton and Dierks Bentley headline the year of the flood. The #1 question listeners have when picking up their soaked cars, “Are you still going to have Bash next year?” Their support is amazing.
· June 19th & 20th, 2010: After much consideration, the B-93 Birthday Bash makes its debut in Martin at US 131 Motorsports Park. Blake Shelton and Darius Rucker draw some of the largest crowds the B-93 Birthday Bash had ever seen. Blake surprises the B-93 listener family by coming onstage a day early to do a duet with Laura Bell Bundy.
· June 18th & 19th, 2011: The much anticipated B-93 Birthday Bash 19 is just around the corner!
Birthday Bash 19 is Saturday, June 18 from 10am to 8pm, and Sunday, June 19 from 10am to 8pm at US 131 Motorsports Park in Martin, MI. Parking begins at 8am, and the concert will begin at approximately 12 noon each day. Parking is $20 per day, and patrons must park on the US 131 Motorsports Park grounds. Two day parking passes will be available for $30 in advance at the ticket stops only.
B-93 listeners can get their free tickets by coming to a ticket stop. These began May 19, and occur in different locations each day until June 17. Listeners can pick up 2 tickets per ticket stop. Ticket stop locations are announced on-air and are also posted on b93.com. Reserved seating is also available for $39 per ticket, and can be purchased at b93.com.
“We are so thrilled to offer this concert for our listeners every year.” Dave Taft, Program Director of B-93 says. “It’s a great weekend of music and fun, and our way of saying thanks to the B-93 Listener Family.”

Birthday Bash 19 has a lineup full of Nashville’s hottest stars. Headliners include Eric Church (“Smoke a Little Smoke,” “Homeboy”), Josh Turner (“Would You Go With Me,” “Why Don’t We Just Dance”), and Gary Allan (“Life Ain’t Always Beautiful,” “Watching Airplanes”). The lineup is as follows:

Saturday Lineup:

Eric Church

Frankie Ballard

Aaron Lewis

The JaneDear Girls

Corey Smith

Thompson Square

LoCash Cowboys

Ty Stone

Brian Lorente and the Usual Suspects

Sunday Lineup:

Josh Turner

Gary Allan

Josh Kelley

Ashton Shepherd

Randy Montana

Kip Moore

Gunnar and the Grizzly Boys
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