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For Immediate Release

WOR NEWS/TALK RADIO 710 HD ANNOUNCES
SIX LOCAL STUDENTS
ARE DETERMINED FINALISTS IN WOR’S SHINING STAR
TALENT SEARCH® AFTER NEARLY 60,000 LISTENER VOTES

SIX FINALISTS COMPETE FOR $7,500 FOR THEIR SCHOOL AND $1,500 FOR THEMSELVES!

(New York, New York – May 28, 2009) – WOR News/Talk Radio 710 HD is searching for upcoming talent in grades 7-12 throughout the New York tri-state area’s schools, and after 12 days of voting and nearly 60,000 online votes has announced the six finalists in WOR’s Shining Star Talent Search®.  Competing for this year’s Shining Star 2009 title are Melinda Ademi, a 10th grader at Yonkers High School in Westchester; Tristen Buettel, an 8th grader at Junior High School 194 in Queens, NY; Sean McVerry, a senior at Pomperaug High School in Southbury, CT; Robbie Rosen, a freshman at Calhoun High School in Merrick, NY; and two juniors from the Long Island High School for the Arts in Syosset, NY, Leandra McNair and Eve Steuer!  These students were among twenty-five semi-finalists selected out of an enormous number of entries.  Each student is in the running to win a grand prize of $7,500 for their school and $1,500 for themselves.  The 1st runner-up wins $1,000, and the 2nd runner-up wins $500.  

Tri-staters can now go to www.worshiningstar.com to listen to each of the entries in their entirety and to vote online, or they may call in their votes to 212-732-VOTE(8683) through Tuesday, June 9th.  The winning student, school, and two runners-up will be announced on The John Gambling Show (weekdays from 5:30am-9am) Thursday, June 11th at 6:40am.  This Saturday, May 30th, the six finalists will be interviewed and have a portion of their songs played on the WOR Saturday Morning Show with Joe Bartlett between 7am and 9am.  Next Saturday, June 6th, Joe Bartlett will play each of the student’s songs in their entirety.

This year’s Shining Star Talent Search® is made possible by J&R Music and Computer World. 

WOR’s Shining Star Talent Search® benefits schools and students by supporting arts curriculums and providing cash prizes to winning students and the winning school.  

###

More on WOR’s Shining Star Talent Search

WOR’s Shining Star Talent Search benefits tri-state area schools and students by supporting arts curriculums and by providing cash prizes to winning students and to the winning school.  An enormous number of students in grades 7-12 from across the WOR listening area sang a song of their choice and submitted their recording to WOR.  After a rigorous internal judging process, 25 of the WOR listening area’s most talented students from New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and Pennsylvania competed in an online vote to choose the top 6 finalists. After the Top 25 Semi-finalist’s online judging, the top 6 six finalists’ entries will be aired on WOR and voted on via phone and online by WOR listeners, who will choose the winning school, the winning student and runners-up. 

“Children living in New York City grow up in a rich and diverse musical environment, and we have made great efforts to cultivate our students' musical gifts,” said Sharon Dunn, Senior Instructional Manager for Arts Education at the New York City Department of Education.  “We are delighted that this program offers New York City schoolchildren an opportunity to showcase their creativity and talent.”
 
“The ‘Shining Star Talent Search’ provides students with an opportunity to showcase their artistic talents and creativity,” said New Jersey Commissioner of Education Lucille E. Davy.
 
WOR Radio has a long tradition of supporting education and giving back to the communities we serve.  Pop icon, Broadway performer, and original “Shining Star” winner Deborah Gibson attributes WOR with helping to get her career started when she won a WOR songwriting competition.  Previous winners of WOR’s Shining Star Talent Search are Michelle Raitzin from Great Neck South High School on Long Island and Blair Goldberg from the Long Island High School for the Arts, and in New Jersey, Alexandra Hausner from Fair Lawn High School and Jonathan Schwartz from Cranford High School, who is now starring in The Fantasticks Off-Broadway.  Each winner sang live in front of thousands of people at WOR’s Spring events.  Regarding her live performance at Celebrate America 2005, Alexandra Hausner was quoted in New Jersey’s Bergen Record as stating, “The second I stepped out there you could just feel the crowd and the rush…anything that I’ve ever imagined or dreamed of happened there.”

About WOR News/Talk Radio 710 HD
Founded in 1922, WOR News/Talk Radio 710 HD is New York's oldest, privately-owned and continuously-operated radio station. As a top talk radio station in the country, it has continually made history with its award-winning broadcasts and remotes.  WOR provides a well-rounded schedule of informational and lifestyle programming, featuring personalities such as John Gambling, Glenn Beck, Joan Hamburg, Dr. Joy Browne, Lou Dobbs, Steve Malzberg, Michael Savage, Michael Smerconish, Dr. Ronald Hoffman and Joey Reynolds. WOR News/Talk Radio 710 HD is a Buckley Broadcasting Corporation radio station, and it is the first AM Radio station in New York to broadcast in the new HD technology.  WOR is streaming and podcasting at wor710.com.
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