THE MIKE FM REQUEST FOR HELP TO BENEFIT FRANCISCAN HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN

Mike FM listeners to call in with song requests in exchange for donations to the hospital

Boston, MA (December 16, 2008) - 93-7 Mike FM is proud to announce that they are once again partnering with the Franciscan Hospital for Children for the 3rd annual “Mike FM Request for Help” radiothon to raise funds for the special needs pediatric hospital.  It will take place on Friday, December 19, 2008, from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Throughout that day, Mike FM listeners can call the station and request a song in exchange for a donation to the hospital. The more obscure the song, the larger the donation required for it to be played. A combination of prominent Bostonians, local celebrities and athletes will act as guests radio DJs all day. Among those slated to appear are Fox 25’s Maria Stephanos and Mark Ockberbloom, comedian Lenny Clarke and several others.

Additional celebrities have also donated their time to record promotional spots encouraging listeners to donate this year, including Hulk Hogan, Paul Stanley of Kiss, Red Sox closer Jonathan Papelbon, The Office star Rainn Wilson, Celtics players Rajon Rondo and Brian Scalabrine, Jeff Ross from Comedy Central, Food Network star Tommy Grella, Alana De la Garza from Law and Order, and Laura Wright Carly from General Hospital.

Funds raised are used for programs and much-needed equipment at the hospital, including wheelchairs, baby cribs, monitors, physical therapy equipment, and arts and crafts supplies.

“Franciscan Hospital for Children is extremely grateful for Mike FM and the generosity its listeners have shown the last two years,” Franciscan Hospital for Children Chief Development Officer Steven Snyder said. “This annual radiothon has helped fund the outstanding programs the hospital offers to children who walk through our doors.  As a non-profit institution, we rely heavily on the support and generosity of our donors to fulfill our mission.  This event in particular gives our donors a unique opportunity to communicate directly to the children here at the hospital.  Hearing music and dedications from people in the community is therapeutic and gives our children a sense of hope.”

"This has become the signature fundraising event at Mike FM, and one the entire staff looks forward to every year,” said Entercom New England Director of Marketing Bill Alfano. “We’ve had the privilege of meeting and getting to know many of the staff and patients at Franciscan Hospital for Children, and their stories are awe-inspiring and often heart-breaking. The hospital does phenomenal work, and we’re passionate about helping them raise money and helping put smiles on the faces of young patients who are spending this holiday season in a hospital instead of at home.”

Those looking to call the Mike FM Request for Help hotline and make a donation can call 866-931-MIKE anytime between the hours of 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. on December 19th.   Donations can also be made anytime on www.fransciscanhospital.org.

Additionally, 93-7 Mike FM will host the 3rd Annual Mascot Musical Chairs Pizza Party two days prior to the Mike FM Request for Help.  Some of Boston’s most beloved mascots will join the patients at Franciscan Hospital for Children for a spirited holiday party during which the mascots play an entertaining game of musical chairs. Sox mascot Wally the Green Monster, Boston College’s Baldwin the Eagle and Boston University’s Rhett are among the half dozen characters slated to appear.

About Franciscan Hospital for Children
Franciscan Hospital for Children, located in Boston, is the largest pediatric rehabilitation facility in New England, providing the most comprehensive continuum of services for children with special needs in the nation.  For more information on Franciscan Hospital for Children please visit www.franciscanhospital.org.

About Entercom
Entercom is one of the nation’s largest radio broadcasters with operations in San Francisco, Boston, Seattle, Denver, Sacramento, Cincinnati, Portland, Kansas City, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Austin, Norfolk, Buffalo, New Orleans, Providence, Memphis, Greensboro, Rochester, Greenville/Spartanburg, Madison, Wichita, Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, Springfield and Gainesville/Ocala.


