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LISTEN UP PARENTS! TEENS ARE TALKING!


A Forum for Teens to Speak their Minds


PARENTS HAVE TO BE SEEN AND NOT HEARD!





RICHMOND, VIRGINIA  –  Young Adults, Civic Leaders, Family Advocates, Community activists weigh in on the hot topics! 





On November 22nd, 2008 “Ms. Community’ Clovia Lawrence of the Radio One family will host Richmond’s first community forum exclusively for teens. From 12noon to 3 p.m. she’ll be joined by a diverse panel of professionals, local citizens, counselors, along with an audience of outspoken youth poised to let their voices be heard. In an intimate setting, at Hyperlink Café, located at 814 West Grace Street in Richmond, “Ms. Community” will moderate the Listen Up Parents! Teens are Talking teen forum. She will open the floor to the teens in the audience, who will share true-life stories of conflict, self-discovery, goals, ambitions, fears, injustices, forgiveness and hope. 





The distinguished panelists are Community Advocates Deirdre Johnson and Marissa Harris, Steve Hammond from the Department of Education for Alcoholic Beverage Control, Family Focus, East End Pediatrics, The Dream, and Evandra Thompson of VCU. Finally, a platform for our young adults to discuss today’s most hotly debated, controversial topics:  Rap music, peer pressure, Sex education, family values, self-esteem, substance abuse, gangs, crime & domestic violence, HIV AIDS, teen health& obesity are all expected talk points.   Often teens find themselves frustrated, defeated and misunderstood in a world governed by adults who may be out of touch with today’s stresses. The media depiction of today’s urban young adult is frequently that of a self-centered, materialistic disrespectful teen barely concerned with matters that don’t directly benefit them.





This conversation seeks to bridge gaps and find common ground in our quest to take our villages back, beginning with the fruit of our future generations, our youth.  Invited panelists and Elders will bring wisdom and an open mind to this dialogue in terms that teens can understand and grow upon. This is a free forum and lunch will be served.





Unique to this gathering, parents, guardians and adults may attend only as silent spectators.  True to the principal objective of Listen Up Parents! Teens Are Talking, this event affords teenagers the opportunity of honest expression amongst peers and professionals without judgment or persecution but with guidance and understanding. 





Listen up Parents! Teens Are Talking is being sponsored by Hyperlink Café, Capital Area Health Network, Family Focus Burger King and East End Pediatrics. For more information about the: Listen Up Parents! Teens Are Talking event please contact: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dcovington@radio-one.com" \o "blocked::mailto:dcovington@radio-one.com" �dcovington@radio-one.com� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:clawrence@radio-one.com" ��clawrence@radio-one.com�.
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Radio One, Inc. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.radio-one.com" ��www.radio-one.com�) is the nation’s seventh largest radio broadcasting company (based on 2005 net broadcast revenue) and the largest radio broadcasting company that primarily targets African-American and urban listeners. Including announced acquisitions, Radio One owns and/or operates 71 radio stations located in 22 urban markets in the United States and reach approximately 14 million listeners every week. Radio One also owns approximately 36% of TV One, LLC (a cable/satellite network, programming primarily to African-Americans, which is a joint venture with Comcast Corporation and DIRECTV. Additionally, Radio Owns 51% of Reach Media Inc.), owner of the Tom Joyner Morning Show and other businesses associated with Tom Joyner, a leading urban media personality. Radio One also syndicates the only national African-American news/talk network on free radio and programs in African-American news/talk channel on XM Satellite Radio.
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