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Listeners Fund New House for Tornado Victims

More than $40,000 raised in one day

Tulsa, Okla. — After a simple attempt to “pay forward” the generosity of one listener turned into a community-wide effort to provide a new home for a local family, listeners of 98.5 KVOO in Tulsa raised more than $40,000 on Monday in what was dubbed “Chain of Love.”

The amount will be enough to provide a fully-furnished home from Oak Creek Homes, which agreed to supply a new home at cost for Randy Booker, his wife and 14-year-old son after their uninsured trailer home was completely demolished last Wednesday evening when an unusual autumnal tornado passed through the Tulsa area.

KVOO’s hoped to raise $20,000, and the station’s morning show co-hosts Gary Greenwood and Sunny Leigh pledged Monday to stay on-air until the goal was reached. It took just 14 hours. With the more than $40,000 donated by listeners by the end of the day, the Booker family will also receive one year of insurance, one year of lot rent, a dependable vehicle and new clothes. Additionally, a number of local companies have offered a full time position to Randy Booker.

“I haven’t ever been a part of something like this,” said KVOO Program Director Luke Jensen. “We never imagined we would reach our goal so quickly, or that we would receive enough to more than double the original amount needed. It’s all because of our listeners. Their outpouring of support and generosity is astonishing.”

“Chain of Love” began last Thursday when Greenwood, new to the Tulsa station, mentioned on air that he was living in an empty apartment while awaiting his family’s move to area. Ray, a local listener, dropped off a small television set and a hand-knitted quilt at the station for Greenwood to take home.  

Inspired by the gift, Greenwood decided to “Pay It Forward” by offering $100 to any listener who might be facing tough financial times. When the phones began ringing, it was listeners offering donations instead of asking for them. Soon the $100 pledge was matched by Sunny Leigh, co-host of the morning show, which in turn was matched by several listeners who offered to double and even triple the current amount. Within 15 minutes, loyal listeners began stopping by the radio station on their way to work to donate whatever cash they could spare. 

The calls quickly turned to how best to distribute the money, and that’s when the Booker’s family story came to light. A KVOO Tornado Victim Fund was established with Bank of Oklahoma. 

KVOO-FM 98.5 is one of three radio stations in Tulsa owned by Journal Broadcast Group. 

Journal Broadcast Group owns and operates 35 radio stations and 12 television stations in 12 states and operates an additional television station under a local marketing agreement. Headquartered in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, it is the broadcast business of Journal Communications Inc., a diversified media company with operations in publishing, radio and television broadcasting, interactive media and printing services.
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